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Synopsis

Rosa Parks was often described as a sweet and reticent elderly woman whose tired feet caused her
to defy segregation on Montgomerya ™s city buses, and whose supposedly solitary, spontaneous
act sparked the 1955 bus boycott that gave birth to the civil rights movement. The truth of who Rosa
Parks was and what really lay beneath the 1955 boycott is far different from anything previously
written. In this groundbreaking and important book, Danielle McGuire writes about the rape in 1944
of a twenty-four-year-old mother and sharecropper, Recy Taylor, who strolled toward home after an
evening of singing and praying at the Rock Hill Holiness Church in Abbeville, Alabama. Seven white
men, armed with knives and shotguns, ordered the young woman into their green Chevrolet, raped
her, and left her for dead. The president of the local NAACP branch office sent his best investigator
and organizer--Rosa Parks--to Abbeville. In taking on this case, Parks launched a movement that
exposed a ritualized history of sexual assault against black women and added fire to the growing

call for change.A
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Customer Reviews

Long before Rosa Parks became famous for resisting Jim Crow laws, she was engaged in
advocating for social justice for black women who were the victims of sexual violence at the hands
of white men. Historian McGuire aims to rewrite the history of the civil rights movement by
highlighting sexual violence in the broader context of racial injustice and the fight for freedom. Parks
worked as an investigator for the NAACP branch office in Montgomery, Alabama, specializing in

A qA

cases involving black women who had been sexually assaulted by white mena “a “cases that often



went untried and were the political opposite of the allegations of black men raping white women
ending in summary lynching with or without trials. McGuire traces the history of several rape cases
that triggered vehement resistance by the NAACP and other groups, including the 1975 trial of Joan
Little, who killed a white jailer who sexually assaulted her. Despite the long tradition of dismissing
charges brought by blacks against whites, several of the cases ended in convictions, as black
women asserted their right to be treated justly. --Vanessa Bush --This text refers to an out of print or

unavailable edition of this title.

a ceA story of courage. . . . At the Dark End of the Street is an important step to finally facing the
terrible legacies of race and gender in this country.a « & "The Washington Post A & ceMcGuire goes
far beyond other historians in exploring the origins of the civil rights movementa |. A powerful book
that should alter forever how the civil rights movement is viewed.a + 4 "Grand Rapids Press A & ceA
vital retellingé |. Full of lively & | storytelling, and buttressed by excellent research, Danielle
McGuired ™s provocative narrative forces readers to rethink what they know about that pivotal
movement in U. S. history: its time frame, its actors, its legacy.a * 4 "Ms.A & ceOne of those rare
studies that makes a well-known story seem startlingly new. Anyone who thinks he knows the
history of the modern civil rights movement needs to read this terrifying, illuminating book.a «

a "Kevin Boyle, author of Arc of Justice: A Saga of Race, Civil Rights and Murder in the Jazz Age,
winner of the National Book Award. A & ceValuable for reminding us of Parksa ™s radicalism. She
was not a frail old lady who wouldna ™t get up from her bus seat a "because she was tired and her
feet ached.a ™ . . . A welcome corrective.d * & "The Independent Weekly (Raleigh, NC) A

a4 ceGroundbreaking. . . . Inspiring.4 4 "Elle A & cePeople can learn about a new side of Rosa
Parks. They can also discover other previously unknown female freedom fighters.a » 4 "Time A

a ceThis gripping story changes the history books, giving us a revised Rosa Parks and a new civil
rights story. You cana ™t write a general U.S. history without altering crucial sentences because of
McGuired ™s work. Masterfully narrated, At the Dark End of the Street presents a deep civil rights
movement with women at the center, a narrative as poignant, painful and complicated as our own
lives.a + & "Timothy B. Tyson, author of Blood Done Sign My Name: A True Story A & ceMcGuire
restores to memory the courageous black women who dared seek legal remedy, when black
women and their families faced particular hazards for doing so. McGuire brings the reader through a
dark time via a painful but somehow gratifying passage in this compelling, carefully documented
work.a « & "Publisherd ™s Weekly (starred review) & cedust when we thought there couldna ™t

possibly be anything left to uncover about the civil rights movement, Danielle McGuire finds a new



facet of that endlessly prismatic struggle at the core of our national identity.a « & "Diane McWhorter,
author of Carry Me Home: Birmingham, Alabama, the Climactic Battle of the Civil Rights Revolution
A 4 ceEye-opening.a * & "Sacramento Book Review & ceFollowing the lead of pioneers like Darlene
Clark Hine, Danielle McGuire details the all too ignored tactic of rape of black women in the
everyday practice of southern white supremacy. Just as important, she plots resistance against this
outrage as an integral facet of the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s. This book is as

essential as its history is infuriating.a « & "Nell Irvin Painter, author of The History of White People

Danielle L. McGuireA¢A A™s At the Dark End of the Street provides an excellent examination of the
Civil Rights Movement and the history of sexual assault against black women. Assistant Professor
of History at Wayne State University, McGuire analyzes the ritualization of sexual assault and its
use as a weapon to maintain white superiority. McGuire has successfully written a compelling and
thought-provoking work that truly adds another dimension to the study of the Civil Rights Movement.
McGuire brilliantly opens the book with the story of Recy Taylor, effectively grabbing the attention of
the reader and setting the tone for the remainder of the work. By beginning the narrative with such a
horrific event, McGuire drives home the reality of life for African American women during the Jim
Crow era. As scaring and horrific as sexual assault truly is, during this time period it was effectively
weaponized. It became a weapon of the white male patriarchy to use in its war against the black
population. This was a way to maintain white superiority and break the spirit of African American
women. It was a weapon of fear, which was terrible, yet effective. In At the Dark End of the Street,
McGuire discusses how African American women physically defended themselves against their
attackers. Those who killed their attackers were often charged with murder even though they were
acting in self-defense. It was important for the NAACP and other organizations to play an active role
in the advocacy of these victims. One such advocate/investigator was Rosa Parks, a woman who is
generally only thought of as an elderly woman who refused to give up her seat on the bus. As
McGuire shows, she was much more than that. At the Dark End of the Street is an excellent work
that examines a tremendously understudied aspect of the Civil Rights Movement. McGuire has
crafted a compelling narrative that engrosses the reader and shines light upon a truly dark time.
This book is an invaluable addition to the existing historiography and forces the reader to rethink

what they know about the Civil Rights Movement.

Seriously. Out of all of the history books that i read in high school and in the libraries, this was the

only one that actually CLICKED for me. The rampant rape of black women throughout slavery and



the Jim Crow Era has always been ignored or quickly dismissed in historical books before but this
great author made sure to NOT do that! | love her for that! This book needs to be made into a movie
one day! This will be the first time where our stories will be told thoroughly.l watched The Help, and
it failed to mention the sexual assaults and rapes that the black women suffered. Although i enjoyed
the movie somewhat, i was still disappointed because they refused to let our REAL stories get told.
You can’t have a good story set in the Jim Crow era without telling the rampant rapes of black
women by white men and other men. It's part of our history. Whether many people want to admit it

or not!

This was an excellent book. | read it for a Women’s Studies course and am so glad | did. It is a hard
read at times due to the subject matter and | got chills over and over with every page | turned. This
is a dense read so full of information, facts, and, the best part in my opinion, stories that hit you
straight in your emotions (I am not ashamed to admit | got a little teary eyed at times). The Civil
Rights Movement in the US is definitely taken for granted and has been whittled down to little bites
of history where MLK Jr. is glorified and positioned as the center piece but if you read this book
you'll learn there was so so much more to it and that once again history bears its burden on the

backs of so many brave black women.

In her first work, Danielle L. McGuire, a professor of history at Wayne St. University (she earned her
Ph.D. from Rutgers) produces a ground breaking study on the origins of the civil rights movement in
the 1940A¢A A™s and itA¢A A™s relation to issues of gender and sexuality. As McGuire notes, the
exploitation of black women for sexual purposes had roots stretching back to slavery and continuing
into the twentieth century. (xviii) Rape of black women was used to uphold white patriarchal power
and used as a justification for lynching black men who dared to challenge the status quo. (xviii)
Finally, the author notes that, for the most part, analyses of rape and sexualized violence play little
to no part in most of the histories of the civil rights movement. These histories A¢A Acepresent it as
a struggle between black and white men--the heroic leadership of Martin Luther King confronting
intransigent white supremacists like A¢A A*BullA¢A A™ Connor.A¢A A«(xx) Thus she argues the
real story has never been written, and that real story is that the civil rights movement is tied to the
long struggle of African American women against sexual violence. (xx)This book uses the subaltern
approach and applies it to the Civil Rights Movement as it is dealing with women and their effects of
cause of justice in the 1940A¢A A™s and 1950A¢A A™s. McGuire uses not only gendered

analysis, but also the themes of sex and sexual violence as well as patriarchy. The sources she



uses to formulate her arguments are vast and include newspaper reports, letters written to political
officials, court transcripts and even photos. When it comes to secondary sources she includes such
notables as Thomas BorstelmannA¢A A™s The Cold War and the Color Line, Taylor

BranchA¢A A™s Parting the Waters, Mary DudziakAg¢A A™s Cold War Civil Rights, and Robert
NorrellA¢A A™s Reaping the Whirlwind.As with many of the works detailing the Civil Rights
Movement, this work is very well written and is easily accessible by the lay person as well as the
specialist. This timely book has made an original contribution to the historical literature of the civil
rights movement. Her lucid arguments are such that it will be difficult to see how the standard
narrative of the Civil Rights Movement can not be effected by this amazing work. If you are

interested in civil rights this is one you must own.
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